WINGS AS EAGLES MINISTRY
on Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota

Since 2008, First Baptist Church, Jefferson City, Missouri, has partnered with Wings as Eagles Ministry (WAEM) on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota.  WAEM is a non-denominational evangelical ministry and relief organization working with the First Nations People bringing love and hope on our forgotten lands. They are situated in the Badlands of South Dakota on the Pine Ridge Reservation on 115 acres of land. They currently operate out of the Dream Center, a multifaceted facility and grounds designed to provide relief services to the Oglala Lakota community.  Although they provide relief services to all ages, their primary focus is the Lakota children and teenagers.

WAEM developed a 501(c)(3) organization in 2003 called Wings of Hope with the vision to provide shelter, love and hope to the Lakota youth.  20 acres of the Dream Center property has been designated for the Circle of Love Children’s Shelter, a shelter for homeless and at risk Lakota youth.  Funds are currently being raised for the construction of 12 homes that will accommodate 8 Lakota youth and house parents. Along with shelter, the Circle of Love will provide for health, nutrition and educational needs. More importantly, the Circle of Love Children’s Shelter will provide the love and support Lakota youth need to become contributing members of their communities. 
SOME STATS ABOUT PINE RIDGE: These statistics are sobering but necessary to understand the very real struggles for Lakota youth on the Pine Ridge Reservation.  Our focus, however, is the endless potential of the Lakota youth when obstacles are removed.
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION:
· Pine Ridge is the 2nd largest reservation in the United States, located in the southwest corner of South Dakota. It covers more than 2.8 million acres, roughly the size of the state of Connecticut.
· Home to the Oglala Lakota (Sioux), the Pine Ridge Reservation is home to approximately 40,000 persons, 35% of which are under the age of 18.  The latest Federal Census shows the median age to be 20.6 years.

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION:

· According to 2006 resources, about 97% of the population lives below Federal poverty levels.
· Unemployment rate is about 83 - 85%.
· Recent reports vary but many point out that the median income on the Pine Ridge Reservation is approximately $2,600 to $3,500 per year. 

LIFE EXPECTANCY AND HEALTH CONDITIONS:
· The life expectancy is just 48 years old for men and 52 for women.
· Teenage suicide rate on the Pine Ridge Reservation is 150% higher than the U.S. national average for this age group. 
· The infant mortality rate is the highest on this continent and is about 300% higher than the U.S. national average.
· Over 37% of the overall population is diabetic, which is 800% higher than the U.S. national average.
· The tuberculosis rate on the Reservation is approximately 800% higher than the national average, with cervical cancer not far behind at 500% higher than average.
· Almost 59% of grandparents raise their own grandchildren.

· Child abuse runs rampant amongst these First Nations families.

EDUCATION ISSUES:
· School dropout rate is over 70%.

· Teacher turnover is 800% that of the U.S. national average.

HOUSING CONDITIONS AND HOMELESSNESS:
· It is reported that at least 60% of the homes on the Pine Ridge Reservation are infested with Black Mold, Stachybotrys.
· Over 33% of homes have no electricity or basic water and sewage systems, forcing many to carry (often contaminated) water from local rivers daily for their personal needs.  Over 60% have no land-line phones. Computers and internet connections are very rare. Many houses lack adequate insulation and a central heating unit.
· The small BIA/Tribal Housing Authority homes on the Pine Ridge Reservation are overcrowded and scarce, resulting in many homeless families who often use tents or cars for shelter.  Many families live in old cabins or dilapidated mobile homes and trailers.
· There is an estimated average of 17 people living in each family home (a home which may only have two to three rooms).  Some larger homes, built for 6 to 8 people, have up to 30 people living in them.  A core Lakota belief is that you don’t turn away family.
· In the month of June of 2012, over 160 Native American children were removed from their homes by Child Protective Services.  Of those Native American children, 140 were told that they would not be allowed to return.

· 43% of all Pine Ridge children are homeless. (*The number of misplaced and homeless children according to the tribe is higher than 43% due to many teens not reported.)
SOURCE:  All statistics compiled from recent political, government and tribal publications as stated in the article titled, "The Arrogance of Ignorance: Hidden Away, Out of Sight and Out of Mind," by Stephanie M. Schwartz, freelance writer and member, Native American Journalists Association.  http://silvrdrach.homestead.com/Schwartz_2006_Oct_15.html 
WEBSITES:

Wings as Eagles Ministries (www.waeministries.com)
Circle of Love (www.circleoflove.today)
NEWS REPORTS:

· Pine Ridge: A broken system failing America’s most forgotten children (May 28, 2014) http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/failing-americas-most-forgotten-children
· Law and disorder on the Pine Ridge Reservation (May 29, 2014) http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/law-disorder-pine-ridge-indian-reservation
· A Photographer’s Moving Tribute to the Pine Ridge Reservation (February 20, 2014) http://www.slate.com/blogs/behold/2014/02/20/aaron_huey_photographs_the_pine_ridge_reservation_in_south_dakota_in_his.html
· 20/20 - Diane Sawyer Reporting: “A Hidden America: Children of the Plains” (October 14, 2011) http://abcnews.go.com/US/photos/diane-sawyer-pine-ridge-indian-reservation-14728527
And then there is this wonderful response to Diane Sawyer’s report that I love. It was produced by Lakota teens on the Rosebud Reservation in South Dakota. It is titled “More than that” https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FhribaNXr7A&feature=youtu.be
